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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has been working on completion of the X2 TNL Address Discovery feature for EN-DC, which enables an eNB to initiate an X2 interface towards an en-gNB, based on UE reports and without manual configuration. This is the EN-DC equivalent of the Automatic Neighbour Relations feature in LTE.

The agreed solution in RAN3 involves steps similar to those in LTE, whereby a container (“SON Configuration Transfer”) is sent by the initiating eNB towards the MME and is relayed across the S10 interface (if needed), and then sent down to the target eNB, with a response then following the reverse path. The MME does not need to process the container apart from extracting the information required to identify a target eNB (and/or MME in case S10 relaying is required). In EN-DC, the main difference is that one of the RAN endpoints is an en-gNB (i.e. the container is further relayed within RAN), and additional information is provided to the MME to aid routing.
In addition, RAN3 has agreed to enable the possibility of routing the container towards (and from) 5GS, in case the detected cell broadcasts a 5GS TAC. This enables inter-system information exchange in case the detected NR cell supports both EN-DC and 5GC access.

For transport across the various interfaces, RAN3 has discussed whether to reuse and expand the LTE container (“SON Configuration Transfer”), or to introduce a new container (“EN-DC SON Configuration Transfer”). RAN3 believes that both of these options will have some impact on TS 29.274.
· For the legacy container, the target ID may be an eNB ID or an en-gNB/gNB ID, depending on use case and direction (request or response message)
· For the new container, transport of this container will be needed (again the target may be an eNB ID or en-gNB/gNB ID, depending on use case and direction)

In addition, the procedure would need to be enabled over N26. RAN3 does not know also whether a new procedure would be preferred by CT4 in case that a new container is adopted.
RAN3 would like to ask CT4 whether it has a preference for either of these options. From RAN3 perspective, both are feasible in principle, although there is a preference to define a new container. In any case, RAN3 has prepared and technically endorsed two sets of CRs in order to handle both cases, following CT4’s feedback. The endorsed CRs are attached for information, comprising the common stage 2 draft CR, and the two sets corresponding to use of either container option.

RAN3 is also addressing this LS to TSG CT in case it is possible to provide a reply in the March meeting, as this would enable TSG RAN to approve the CRs.
RAN3 would also like to request SA2 to take this information into account, and update its specifications and/or provide feedback as needed.
2. Actions:

To CT and CT WG4:

Action: RAN3 requests CT and CT WG4 to provide feedback on the two options described.
To SA WG2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 requests SA WG2 to take this information into account, provide feedback if needed, and update relevant specifications if appropriate.
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